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West Bengal State University
B.A./B.Sc./B.Com. ( Honours, Major, General) Examinations, 2014

PART-I

HISTORY - HONOURS
Paper - I

Duration: 4 Hours 1 [ Full Marks: 100

Candidates are required to give their answers in their own words as far as practicable.

The figures in the margin indicate full marks.

Answer Question No.1 & any four of the rest.

1. Answer any four questions: 4 x 5 = 20

a) Identify the chief characteristics of the Palaeolithic and Mesolithic periods.

b) Comment on the religious life of the Harappans.
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c) What were the main features of the Sabha & Samiti during the Vedic

period?

d) Write a note on Ajivika sect.

e) How far was the contemporary economic condition responsible for the

downfall of the Mauryan empire?

1) Write a note on Gandhara Art.

g) What is the importance of the Junagadh inscription of Rudradaman ?

~aLf~t'i~ ~~ (Fl~-I!I~~~ f<ri- ?

h) Comment briefly on the position of women in ancient Indian society.

2. Assess the importance of Literary sources in reconstructing the history of

ancient India. 20



4. Examine the problem of locating the original homeland of the Aryans. 20
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3. How were the Harappan cities planned? Describe their salient features. 10 + 10

5. Why are Buddhism & Jainism called protestant religions? How are the rise of

these two religions related to the socio-economic developments in North India in

the 6th Century B.C. ? 10 + 10

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ c<R ? ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~1<$It\5<$1 \5Il~->iI~IRft<q5

f<I<q5IC~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ?

6. How would you explain the downfall of the Mauryan empire? Did Ashoke have

7. Assess the political and cultural importance of the Kushan rule in India. 20

any responsibility for it ? 14 + 6

8. Was the Gupta age a 'golden age' in the' history of ancient India? Show the

reasons behind your answer. 20
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9. Form an estimate of the art and architecture ofthe Pallava age.

10. Discuss the rise of Gauda as a regional power under Sasanka.
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